Typology of the Cross

The Old Testament always points to the New. The true meaning of many commandments, practices and events in the Old Testament can only be understood in the light of the New Covenant. 

One major way in which the OT points to the NT is through “types”. Another, and perhaps more well known way is through prophesies. Types may be thought of in many cases as a “hidden prophesy”. “Typology”, or the study of “types” is very beneficial to the Christian, and also quite easy (see below). 

A type is something in the OT that has a hidden meaning, using a “figure” or foreshadowing” of some New Testament truth. 

Common types in the Old Testament involve the Cross, baptism, the person of Jesus Christ, the Eucharist and the Theotokos. Here we will concentrate on the OT typology of the Cross. 

How does one study typology? The only absolute requirement: Go to church, listen and pray! We are talking here of the wondrous, intricate and unfortunately not well known Vespers and Matins services especially. Many people think of “going to church” as attending the Divine Liturgy, but this service does not unfold the full extent of our theology like Vespers, Matins, and Compline. The full teaching for a particular day is contained in services other than liturgy. 

Just going to church and really listening will give a significant primer on typology especially if it is coupled with the reading of the OT, always with an eye on the New.
Of course, typology can be learned by the study of scripture, but when the scriptures and the hymns which explain them are heard in the holy services, the soul is in a particular condition to learn and retain divine truths. Scripture should be read, and studied, but always in the context of our theology, which, being based on scripture, explains the most important parts of it. Our theology is learned by hearing it and doing it.  If we only learn theology from books, and we will have knowledge that ”puffeth up.” One should not think of “learning” theology, but rather DOING it. “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God”.
None of this stuff is easy to learn. Much of scripture is very “dense” and difficult to understand, and the shear volume of hymns in a service, coupled with our short attention span and sore feet, make it very difficult to understand the full content of the services. This is why we must go often, and stand and pray. It will not get done unless we do it! Over time, with effort, and alongside a struggle to DO what we read and here, the beautiful truths of the Christian faith become open and familiar to the Christian. 

The Vespers and Matins services are replete with OT typology. Festal services include OT readings in Vespers, which explain the feast and are usually full of typological allusions. The Great Canon of St Andrew of Crete. which is read the first four days of Great Lent in sections, then in its entirety during the fifth week, is a cornucopia of typology. 

The service for the Exaltation of the Cross naturally would contain extensive typological references to the cross. Below we examine several, by citing a hymn from a service and the relevant scriptures. 
The Tree of Life

In Paradise of Old the tree stripped me bare; for by giving me its fruit to eat, the enemy brought in death. But now the Tree of the Cross that clothes men with the garment of life has been set up on earth, and the whole world is filled with boundless joy. Beholding it venerated, O ye people, let us with one accord raise in faith our cry to God, 'His house is full of glory'. Sunday of the Cross, Matins, Sessional Hymn, Tone Eight

· And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the sanctuary, that a cloud filled the house of the Lord,  (11)  And the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud: for the glory of the Lord had filled the house of the Lord. 1Kings (3 Kings Sept.) 8:10-11

· Any time we think of the tree of life, we think of the fall, and the second tree which saves us.

Moses dividing the Red sea with a Rod

Moses, the servant of God prefigured Thy cross in the days of old, when he divided the Red Sea with his rod and led Israel across on dry land; and he sang a song of deliverance unto Thee, O Christ our God. 

Sunday of the Cross, Matins, Canon, Ode One, Katavasia

· And Moses said to the people: Fear not: stand, and see the great wonders of the Lord, which he will do this day; for the Egyptians, whom you see now, you shall see no more for ever.  (14)  The Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace.  (15)  And the Lord said to Moses: Why criest thou to me? Speak to the children of Israel to go forward.  (16)  But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch forth thy hand over the sea, and divide it: that the children of Israel may go through the midst of the sea on dry ground.  (17)  And I will harden the heart of the Egyptians to pursue you: and I will be glorified in Pharao, and in all his host, and in his chariots and in his horsemen.  (18)  And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I shall be glorified in Pharao, and in his chariots, and in his horsemen.  (19)  And the angel of God, who went before the camp of Israel, removing, went behind them: and together with him the pillar of the cloud, leaving the forepart,  (20)  Stood behind, between the Egyptians' camp and the camp of Israel: and it was a dark cloud, and enlightening the night, so that they could not come at one another all the night.  (21)  And when Moses had stretched forth his hand over the sea, the Lord took it away by a strong and burning wind blowing all the night, and turned it into dry ground: and the water was divided.  (22)  And the children of Israel went in through the midst of the sea dried up; for the water was as a wall on their right hand and on their left. Exodus 14:13-22 

· The red sea – a passage of safety – the way of the cross. 

Moses and the battle with Amalek.
When now we venerate Thy cross, which Moses once prefigured with his outstretched arms, we put to flight the invisible Amalek, O Christ our Master, and so we gain salvation. 

Sunday of the Cross, Matins, Canon, Ode Three

· Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim. (9) And Moses said unto Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek: to-morrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in my hand. (10) So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought with Amalek: and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. (11) And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed; and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. (12) But Moses' hands were heavy; and they took a stone, and put it under him, and he sat thereon; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the one on the one side, and the other on the other side; And his hands were steady until the going down of the sun. (13) And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword. (Exo 17:8-13 )

· Amalek was a pagan king. He could not be defeated until Moses, foreshadowing our Lord's passion, held up his arms in a cross. 

· In the canon, we have a mystical interpretation of Amalek. He represents sin, just as Babylon or Egypt. We all have an invisible Amalek within us, that is, the passions. Just as Moses held out his arms to defeat the king Amalek, our Lord held out his arms on the cross to defeat our Amalek. 

· Let us take note that if the Israelites had not fought bravely, it would not have mattered how Moses held his hands. In the same way, if we do not live according to the way of the cross, our Lord's accomplishment is null and void for us. 

· http://stnicholasdallas.blogspot.com/2008/03/great-lent-second-week-friday-matins.html
The Psalms referencing the Cross.
Exalt ye the Lord our God: and worship at the footstool of His feet, for He is Holy. (Psalm 98:5)

Today the words of the prophet are fulfilled: for see, we worship at the place on which thy feet have stood, O Lord; and tasting from the Tree of salvation, we have been delivered from our sinful passions at the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Thou whole alone lovest mankind. 

Sunday of the Cross, Matins, Canon, Sessional Hymns after Ode 3, Tone Six

· Psalm 98:5

· Word rendered “He” may also be rendered 'It' (“It” is holy)

· We will go into his tabernacle: we will adore in the place where his feet stood. (Psalm 132:7)  

· Russian “Three bar” cross

· See also a similar reference in Ode Six. 

Jeremiah eating “wood with his bread”
The wood which the prophet of lamentation saw placed in Thy bread – Thy cross, O merciful Lord – we venerate, and we sing in praise of thy bonds and tomb, of the spear and nails. 

Sunday of the Cross, Matins, Canon, Ode Six

· Jeremiah 11:19  And I was as a meek lamb, that is carried to be a victim: and I knew not that they had devised counsels against me, saying: Let us put wood on his bread, and cut him off from the land of the living, and let his name be remembered no more.

Jonah in the belly of the whale.
Jonah in the belly of the whale foreshadowed with his outstretched hands the figure of the cross; and he leapt out from the monster, saved by Thy power, O Word. Sunday of the Cross, Matins, Canon, Ode Six, Katavasia

· Jonah 2:1-10 DRB  (2:2) And Jonas prayed to the Lord, his God, out of the belly of the fish. (2)  (2:3) And he said: I cried out of my affliction to the Lord, and he heard me: I cried out of the belly of hell, and thou hast heard my voice.  (3)  (2:4) And thou hast cast me forth into the deep, in the heart of the sea, and a flood hast compassed me: all thy billows, and thy waves have passed over me.  (4)  (2:5) And I said: I am cast away out of the sight of thy eyes: but yet I shall see the holy temple again.  (5)  (2:6) The waters compassed me about even to the soul: the deep hath closed me round about, the sea hath covered my head.  (6)  (2:7) I went down to the lowest parts of the mountains: the bars of the earth have shut me up for ever: and thou wilt bring up my life from corruption, O Lord, my God.  (7)  (2:8) When my soul was in distress within me, I remembered the Lord: that my prayer may come to thee, unto the holy temple.  (8)  (2:9) They that in vain observe vanities, forsake their own mercy.  (9)  (2:10) But I with the voice of praise will sacrifice to thee: I will pay whatsoever I have vowed for my salvation to the Lord.  (10)  (2:11) And the Lord spoke to the fish: and it vomited out Jonas upon the dry land.

Elisha making iron float.
Come Elisha the prophet and tell us plainly: What was the wood that thou hast cast into the water? It was the cross of Christ, which draws us up from the depths of corruption: and we venerate it with faith forever. 

Sunday of the Cross, Matins, Canon, Ode Eight

· 2 Kings 6:1-7 DRB  And the sons of the prophets said to Eliseus: Behold, the place where we dwell with thee is too strait for us.  (2)  Let us go as far as the Jordan, and take out of the wood every man a piece of timber, that we may build us there a place to dwell in. And he said: Go.  (3)  And one of them said: But come thou also with thy servants. He answered: I will come.  (4)  So he went with them. And when they were come to the Jordan, they cut down wood.  (5)  And it happened, as one was felling some timber, that the head of the ax fell into the water: and he cried out, and said: Alas, alas, alas, my lord, for this same was borrowed.  (6)  And the man of God said: Where did it fall? and he shewed him the place: Then he cut off a piece of wood, and cast it in thither: and the iron swam.  (7)  And he said: Take it up. And he put out his hand, and took it.

Jacob venerating Joseph’s staff.

Jacob prefigured Thy Cross in days of old, O Christ, when he venerated the top of Joseph's holy staff, in which he saw foreshadowed the dread sceptre of Thy Kigndom; and now we venerate Thy cross in faith forever. 

Sunday of the Cross, Matins, Canon, Ode Eight

· Genesis 47:31 And he said, Swear to me; and he swore to him. And Israel did reverence, leaning on the top of his staff. (Sept, Brenton)

· This verse is translated differently in many other versions: 

· Genesis 47:31 KJVA  And he said, Swear unto me. And he sware unto him. And Israel bowed himself upon the bed's head.

· Genesis 47:31 DRB  And he said: Swear then to me. And as he was swearing, Israel adored God, turning to the bed's head.

Daniel in the Lion’s den.
Daniel, great among the prophets, was cast into the lions' den; but stretching out his hands in the form of the cross, he was delivered from their mouths and kept unharmed, blessing Christ our God forever. Sunday of the Cross, Matins, Canon, Ode Eight, Katavasia

· Daniel 6:16-22 DRB  Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of the lions. And the king said to Daniel: Thy God, whom thou always servest, he will deliver thee.  (17)  And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den: which the king sealed with his own ring, and with the ring of his nobles, that nothing should be done against Daniel.  (18)  And the king went away to his house, and laid himself down without taking supper, and meat was not set before him, and even sleep departed from him.  (19)  Then the king rising very early in the morning, went in haste to the lions' den:  (20)  And coming near to the den, cried with a lamentable voice to Daniel, and said to him: Daniel, servant of the living God, hath thy God, whom thou servest always, been able, thinkest thou, to deliver thee from the lions?  (21)  And Daniel answering the king, said: O king, live for ever:  (22)  My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut up the mouths of the lions, and they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him justice hath been found in me: yea, and before thee, O king, I have done no offence.

· No explicit reference to how Daniel held his arms

Jacob blessing his grandsons.
Prefiguring Thy Cross, O Christ, / in giving his blessing to his grandsons, / the Patriarch Jacob crossed his hands over their heads. / And raising it aloft today, O Savior, we cry out: / Grant victory to all Orthodox Christians / over their adversaries, // as Thou gavest the victory to Constantine. 

Exaltation of the holy Cross, Sept 14, Litya, Tone I

· Hebrews 11:21 KJVA  By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff.

· Genesis 48:1-20 DRB  After these things, it was told Joseph that his father was sick; and he set out to go to him, taking his two sons Manasses and Ephraim.  (2)  And it was told the old man: Behold thy son Joseph cometh to thee. And being strengthened, he sat on his bed.  (3)  And when Joseph was come in to him, he said: God almighty appeared to me at Luza, which is in the land of Chanaan, and he blessed me,  (4)  And said: I will cause thee to increase and multiply, and I will make of thee a multitude of people: and I will give this land to thee, and to thy seed after thee for an everlasting possession.  (5)  So thy two sons, who were born to thee in the land of Egypt before I came hither to thee, shall be mine: Ephraim and Manasses shall be reputed to me as Ruben and Simeon.  (6)  But the rest whom thou shalt have after them, shall be thine, and shall be called by the name of their brethren in their possessions.  (7)  For, when I came out of Mesopotamia, Rachel died from me in the land of Chanaan in the very journey, and it was spring time: and I was going to Ephrata, and I buried her near the way of Ephrata, which by another name is called Bethlehem.  (8)  Then seeing his sons, he said to him: Who are these? (9)  He answered: They are my sons, whom God hath given me in this place. And he said: Bring them to me, that I may bless them.  (10)  For Israel's eyes were dim by reason of his great age, and he could not see clearly. And when they were brought to him, he kissed and embraced them, (11)  And said to his son: I am not deprived of seeing thee; moreover God hath shewn me thy seed.  (12)  And when Joseph had taken them from his father's lap, he bowed down with his face to the ground.  (13)  And he set Ephraim on his right hand, that is, towards the left hand of Israel; but Manasses on his left hand, to wit, towards his father's right hand, and brought them near to him.  (14)  But he, stretching forth his right hand, put it upon the head of Ephraim, the younger brother; and the left upon the head of Manasses, who was the elder, changing his hands.  (15)  And Jacob blessed the sons of Joseph, and said: God, in whose sight my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, God that feedeth me from my youth until this day:  (16)  The angel that delivereth me from all evils, bless these boys: and let my name be called upon them, and the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and may they grow into a multitude upon the earth.  (17)  And Joseph seeing that his father had put his right hand upon the head of Ephraim, was much displeased: and taking his father's hand, he tried to lift it from Ephraim's head, and to remove it to the head of Manasses.  (18)  And he said to his father: It should not be so, my father; for this is the firstborn, put thy right hand upon his head.  (19)  But he refusing, said: I know, my son, I know: and this also shall become a people, and shall be multiplied; but his younger brother shall be greater than he; and his seed shall grow into nations.  (20)  And he blessed them at that time, saying: In thee shall Israel be blessed, and it shall be said: God do to thee as to Ephraim, and as to Manasses. And he set Ephraim before Manasses.

· Ephraim = “fruitful, increasing”

· Ephraim: The younger of the two sons of Joseph and Asenath, born in Egypt. He and his brother Manasseh were adopted by Jacob, and ranked as his own sons, each becoming the ancestor of a tribe in Israel. In blessing his grandchildren, despite their father's protest, Jacob preferred the younger, foreshadowing the future eminence of his descendants (Gen_41:50; Gen_48:20).

Joshua making the sun stand still. 
Of old, Joshua, the son of Nun, mystically prefigured the image of the Cross / when he stretched forth his arms in the form of the Cross, O my Savior; / and the sun stood still until he had cast down all the enemy / which was opposed to Thee, O God. / And now Thou hast raised with Thee the whole world, // which saw Thee set upon the Cross, destroying the might of death.

Exaltation of the holy Cross, Sept 14, Sessional Hymn, Tone 8

· Joshua 10:12-13 DRB  Then Josue spoke to the Lord, in the day that he delivered the Amorrhite in the sight of the children of Israel, and he said before them: Move not, O sun, toward Gabaon, nor thou, O moon, toward the valley of Ajalon.  (13)  And the sun and the moon stood still, till the people revenged themselves of their enemies. Is not this written in the book of the just? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down the space of one day.

Moses holding the pole with the serpent. 
Moses set upon a wooden pole a cure against the deadly and poisonous bite of the serpents: for crosswise upon the wood – as a symbol of the cross – he placed a serpent that creeps about the earth, and thereby triumphed over calamity.

Exaltation of the holy Cross, Sept 14, Matins Canon, Canticle One

· Numbers 21:5-9 DRB  And speaking against God and Moses, they said: Why didst thou bring us out of Egypt, to die in the wilderness? There is no bread, nor have we any waters: our soul now loatheth this very light food.  (6)  Wherefore the Lord sent among the people fiery serpents, which bit them and killed many of them.  (7)  Upon which they came to Moses, and said; We have sinned, because we have spoken against the Lord and thee: pray that he may take away these serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people.  (8)  And the Lord said to him: Make a brazen serpent, and set it up for a sign: whosoever being struck shall look on it, shall live.  (9)  Moses therefore made a brazen serpent, and set it up for a sign: which when they that were bitten looked upon, they were healed.

The Rod of Aaron. 

The Rod of Aaron is an image of this mystery, for when it budded, it showed who would be priest. So in the church, that once was barren, the wood of the cross has now put forth flower, filling her with strength and steadfastness. 

Exaltation of the holy Cross, Sept 14, Matins Canon, Canticle three, Irmos.


· Numbers 17:1-10 DRB  And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying:  (2)  Speak to the children of Israel, and take of every one of them a rod by their kindreds, of all the princes of the tribes, twelve rods, and write the name of every man upon his rod.  (3)  And the name of Aaron shall be for the tribe of Levi, and one rod shall contain all their families:  (4)  And thou shalt lay them up in the tabernacle of the covenant before the testimony, where I will speak to thee.  (5) Whomsoever of these I shall choose, his rod shall blossom: and I will make to cease from me the murmurings of the children of Israel, wherewith they murmur against you.  (6)  And Moses spoke to the children of Israel: and all the princes gave him rods one for every tribe: and there were twelve rods besides the rod of Aaron.  (7)  And when Moses had Laid them up before the Lord in the tabernacle of the testimony:  (8)  He returned on the following day, and found that the rod of Aaron for the house of Levi, was budded: and that the buds swelling it hid bloomed blossoms, which spreading the leaves, were formed into almonds.  (9)  Moses therefore brought out all the rods from before the Lord to all the children of Israel: and they saw, and every one received their rods.  (10)  And the Lord said to Moses: Carry back the rod of Aaron into the tabernacle of the testimony, that it may be kept there for a token of the rebellious children of Israel, and that their complaints may cease from me lest they die.

Moses striking a rock and water coming forth. 

The rock that was struck and gushed forth water for a hard-hearted and disobedient people, made manifest the mystery of the church, chosen by God: for the cross is her strength and steadfastness. 

Exaltation of the holy Cross, Sept 14, Matins Canon, Canticle three.

· Exodus 17:1-7 DRB  Then all the multitude of the children of Israel setting forward from the desert of Sin, by their mansions, according to the word of the Lord, encamped in Raphidim, where there was no water for the people to drink.  (2)  And they chode with Moses, and said: Give us water, that we may drink. And Moses answered them: Why chide you with me? Wherefore do you tempt the Lord?  (3)  So the people were thirsty there for want of water, and murmured against Moses, saying: Why didst thou make us go forth out of Egypt, to kill us and our children, and our beasts with thirst?  (4)  And Moses cried to the Lord, saying: What shall I do to this people? Yet a little more and they will stone me.  (5)  And the Lord said to Moses: Go before the people, and take with thee of the ancients of Israel: and take in thy hand the rod wherewith thou didst strike the river, and go.  (6)  Behold I will stand there before thee, upon the rock Horeb, and thou shalt strike the rock, and water shall come out of it that the people may drink. Moses did so before the ancients of Israel:  (7)  And he called the name of that place Temptation, because of the chiding of the children of Israel, and for that they tempted the Lord, saying: Is the Lord amongst us or not?

Moses making the bitter waters or Marah sweet. 
In the days of old Moses transformed with wood the bitter wells in the wilderness, prefiguring the bringing of the Gentiles to true faith thought the cross. 

Exaltation of the holy Cross, Sept 14, Matins Canon, Canticle Four

· Exodus 15:23-25 DRB  And they came into Mara, and they could not drink the waters of Mara because they were bitter: whereupon he gave a name also agreeable to the place, calling it Mara, that is, bitterness.  (24)  And the people murmured against Moses, saying: What shall we drink? (25)  But he cried to the Lord, and he shewed him a tree, which when he had cast into the waters, they were turned into sweetness. There he appointed him ordinances, and judgments, and there he proved him.

Israel marching in formation with the ark of the covenenant. 

The people of Israel, a sacred army drawn up in four divisions, marched in this figure before the ark of the testimony, gaining glory by their ranks formed in the sign of a cross. 

Exaltation of the holy Cross, Sept 14, Matins Canon, Canticle Four

· Numbers 2:1-32 DRB  And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying:  (2)  All the children of Israel shall camp by their troops, ensigns, and standards, and the houses of their kindreds, round about the tabernacle of the covenant.  (3)  On the east Juda shall pitch his tents by the bands of his army: and the prince of his sons; shall be Nahasson the son of Aminadab.  (4)  And the whole sum of the fighting men of his stock, were seventy-four thousand six hundred.  (5)  Next unto him they of the tribe of Issachar encamped, whose prince was Nathanael, the son of Suar. (6)  And the whole number of his fighting men were fifty-four thousand four hundred.  (7)  In the tribe of Zabulon the prince was Eliab the son of Helon.  (8)  And all the army of fighting men of his stock, were fifty-seven thousand four hundred.  (9)  All that were numbered in the camp of Juda, were a hundred and eighty-six thousand four hundred: and they by their troops shall march first.  (10)  In the camp of the sons of Ruben, on the south side, the prince shall be Elisur the son of Sedeur:  (11)  And the whole army of his fighting men, that were numbered, were forty-six thousand five hundred.  (12)  Beside him camped they of the tribe of Simeon: whose prince was Salamiel the son of Surisaddai.  (13)  And the whole army of his fighting men, that were numbered, were fifty-nine thousand three hundred.  (14)  In the tribe of Gad the prince was Eliasaph the son of Duel.  (15)  And the whole army of his righting men that were numbered, were forty-five thousand six hundred and fifty.  (16)  All that were reckoned up in the camp of Ruben, were a hundred and fifty-one thousand four hundred and fifty, by their troops: they shall march in the second place.  (17)  And the tabernacle of the testimony shall be carried by the officers of the Levites and their troops. As it shall be set up, so shall it be taken down. Every one shall march according to their places, and ranks.  (18)  On the west side shall be the camp of the sons of Ephraim, whose prince was Elisama the son of Ammiud.  (19)  The whole army of his fighting men, that were numbered, were forty thousand five hundred.  (20) And with them the tribe of the sons of Manasses, whose prince was Gamaliel the son of Phadassur.  (21)  And the whole army of his fighting men, that were numbered, were thirty-two thousand two hundred.  (22)  In the tribe of the sons of Benjamin the prince was Abidan the son of Gedeon.  (23)  And the whole army of fighting men, that were reckoned up, were thirty-five thousand four hundred.  (24)  All that were numbered in the camp of Ephraim, were a hundred and eight-thousand one hundred by their troops: they shall march in the third place.  (25)  On the north side camped the sons of Dan: whose prince was Ahiezar the son of Ammisaddai.  (26)  The whole army of his fighting men, that were numbered, were sixty-two thousand seven hundred.  (27)  Beside him they of the tribe of Aser pitched their tents: whose prince was Phegiel the son of Ochran.  (28)  The whole army of his fighting men, that were numbered, were forty-one thousand five hundred.  (29)  Of the tribe of the sons of Nephtali the prince was Ahira the son of Enan.  (30)  The whole army of his fighting men, were fifty-three thousand four hundred.  (31)  All that were numbered in the camp of Dan, were a hundred and fifty-seven thousand six hundred: and they shall march last.  (32)  This is the number of the children of Israel, of their army divided according to the houses of their kindreds and their troops, six hundred and three thousand five hundred and fifty.

At the crucifixion of thy son and God, great was the agony thou hast endured, O undefiled. Weeping and lamenting, thou hast cried aloud bitterly: 'Woe is me, beloved child! How unjustly dost Thou suffer, desiring to deliver the earth-born sons of Adam.' Therefore, O most holy virgin, in faith we beseech thee; cause Him to look on us with mercy.

Stavrotheotokion, Tone Two, Aposticha of Matins, Great Lent, Wednesday the Third week


· Savrotheotokion sung instead of Theotokion on Wed and Friday.

· Luke 2:34-35 KJVA  And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against; (35)  (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.

The mark upon the foreheads of the men of Jerusalem.
Ezekiel 9:4 KJVA  And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof.

· In the original text this mark is called "tau," the Hebrew letter corresponding to the letter "T.", which is how in ancient times the cross was made, which then was an instrument of punishment

Elisha raising a boy from the dead. 
And when Elisha was come into the house, behold, the child was dead, and laid upon his bed. {33} He went in therefore, and shut the door upon them twain, and prayed unto the LORD. {34} And he went up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands: and he stretched himself upon the child; and the flesh of the child waxed warm. {35} Then he returned, and walked in the house to and fro; and went up, and stretched himself upon him: and the child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes. (2 Ki 4:32-35) 

· Healing of child of the woman

· he was in the form of a cross on top of the child.
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