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In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Today, brothers and sisters, the entire Scripture sums up one point that is the most important point, the one that every pastor feels and the one that Saint Paul expresses. He says, “We then, as workers together with Him, beseech you that you receive not the grace of God in vain.” This is the prayer of every pastor for everyone in his flock. This should be the prayer of every parent for his child. This should be your prayer for yourself and for your loved ones. “That you receive not the grace of God in vain.” 
This grace of God is sometimes called water, sometimes called the Holy Spirit. Sometimes it is called talents. 
The parable today is about receiving the grace of God and using it fruitfully or receiving it in vain. 
Really, it comes down to this. If you call yourself a Christian, do you live as one? Do you breathe as one? Do you feel as one? 
If you do, then the grace of God which is given you will flourish and will multiply like the talents did and the one who had five and the one who had two, and the Lord will say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” You will not have  received the grace of God in vain; you will have increased it. That is, God will fill you more completely because you have reacted to His grace and done His commandments and lived as He has taught you to live. 
The other servant in the parable, the third servant in the parable who received the one talent, did not multiply it. The grace that was given to him was in vain because he did nothing with it. 
You must multiply the grace of God within you, brothers and sisters, or there is no life in you. It’s as simple as that. 
We do not subscribe, as so many who call themselves Christians, to the fallacy, to the fiction, that one can have the grace of God and never lose it no matter what we do or what we say or what we become or what values we have. No. The grace of God must be nurtured; it must be cared for. 
God sends His grace to everyone, but not everyone receives it. And not everyone who receives it, keeps it. That’s what these Scriptures are telling us today and especially this parable. 
Now, how do you receive the grace of God and not have it be in vain? Well, the parable tells us that the one who had received the five talents and later the one who had received the two talents went out and traded with them and received as many more again. This trading is the love of God and of neighbor. All of the law can be summed up by the love of God and neighbor. 
Therefore, the trading of these talents, the receiving of God’s grace and then the acting upon God’s grace, is what this trading means. And we must do it. We must not be passive about God’s grace that He gives us. We must pursue His grace and then we must act upon it. 
Now, God gives grace in many ways. God’s grace is His love for us, filling us, giving us ability. But not ability to sin. Ability to become perfected. And this perfection is achieved through the love of neighbor, which teaches us the love of God, which is the ultimate perfection. 
The apostle gives many examples of how this grace of God can energize the soul. And he really reminds us through many virtues and some of the things that he went through. But the very end of what he says is the most powerful and which applies -- all of the things that he says really apply to us, even though he’s speaking of his life as an apostle, as a preacher, as an evangelist. Everything applies to us. We should not think that since we are lay people or we’re married or we’re children or whatever our place in life is, that the commandments do not apply to us in their fullness. 
Everything that Saint Paul says about himself we must also do, not in exactitude perhaps. He was an apostle; he had certain prerogatives as an apostle, a certain grace by God to teach that not everyone has, and to rebuke that not everyone has. But the things that he did, the way he led his life, we must all do the same. 
And here at the end, apply to your life. What does this mean? that he’s corrupt and laments this. But he continually receiving becoming more alive. 

he gives things that definitely you must He says, “as dying and behold we live.” Well, the one who knows himself, knows knows that he’s diseased, and he has received the grace of God and is it and is being renewed. He is 
But in order to become more alive, the things that are diseased must die. The passions, the things inside our heart, that blackness, must go away, and it must die. And it can’t just die by neglect; it has to die by us going and killing it. By efforts. By activity. This is what the 

apostle is speaking of. Things in you must die. Your selfishness must die. Your want of things must die. Your desire for glory must die. Your desire for pleasures must die. 
Make no mistake. God doesn’t say that pleasure in and of itself is a sin. Nor is glory in and of itself or money or anything that He gives us in this world, in and of itself, sinful. But when we pursue these things instead of God, those things that we pursue must die if we are to be truly alive. This idea is expressed all over the place in the Gospels and in the epistles. When He speaks of taking up our cross, that’s speaking of dying to live. 
Then he says also, “as sorrowful yet always rejoicing.” We must sorrow if we are to be true Christians, brothers and sisters. 
This is not the message you will hear on TV. This is not the message you will receive from the great cathedrals we have in our country where people sit in plush seats and listen to someone in a suit tell them that God wants them to have everything to make them happy in life. This is not the gospel that they speak of. 
The gospel is that we must sorrow every day. Why? 
Because we see what the world is like and what we are like. We see what our loved ones are like and what our children are like, and we see that they have disease in them, and we have disease in us. It should make us sorrowful because God didn’t intend it to be this way. He wants us to be perfect. 
So when we see that which is imperfect, it should make us very sad, whether it be something in our own personal life or in the constellation of people around us or it be something that happens across the world. 
We must sorrow because of the sin that is in the world and especially in, first and foremost, the sin that is in our hearts. 
And yet what does he say? And yet rejoicing. How does one rejoice if one is sorrowing at the same time? Because the grace of God is filling us according to our capacity. And our capacity should be increasing. But at this point in time, at this moment in life, the grace of God can fill us only so much because we are only so open to the grace of God; our vessel is only so large. But the grace of God is filling us, and we should feel this grace. We should have a great comfort and rejoice that we will not always be in this state. 
The world is not always going to be like this. We are not always going to be like this. And we pray and have great hope that our loved ones will not always be like this. And that is worthy of rejoicing. Not the false kind of rejoicing that the world has, being happy because of entertainments or of obtaining some goal or something like that. But true rejoicing that we will live according to God’s purpose and have something permanent in our life, not temporary. 
And then the apostle also says, “as poor, yet making many rich. As having nothing, and yet possessing all things.” 
And we are poor because we don’t have as much of the grace of God as we should, as God wants us to have, so we are poor. 
And yet, if we trade with the talents that have been given us, that is, God’s grace, that is, have this grace energize us to love our neighbor, then we will not only make others rich but we will become rich even though we really have nothing. God has always things but the things He gives us, if we use those things to love our neighbor, then we will become rich. “As having nothing, and yet possessing all things.” 
This is Christianity, brothers and sisters. And as I said, it’s not the Christianity you will hear on television or the popular Christianity that you will see in most temples throughout the country. This is true Christianity: The grace of God is given to us so that we can become perfected. 
And there is a simple way to evaluate everything in your life. Life has a lot of complex things in it; that’s true. Things that you don’t really understand. Which way should I go? What should I do? There’s a lot of complex interrelationships, and things get very confusing. But at the root of every decision you make should be: Is it something that increases the grace of God in me or decreases it? Is it because of love for neighbor or love for myself? Is it according to God’s commandments or is it not? 
If you learn to think in this way -- and I don’t mean consciously because there’s not enough time to think consciously in this way when we evaluate the things in life. It has to be deeply in your heart that you want to live according to God and that you know that God has given you something precious and that you can lose this thing easily by forgetfulness and by sin and by not valuing it. Maybe not today you wouldn’t lose it. Maybe not next week. Maybe not next year. 
But sin is cumulative. And eventually, people who have the grace of God can lose it and not even remember it. This is possible to happen. And every Christian should fear it. Not fear as in that God will punish me but that you have received something beautiful and precious and you have lost it and squandered it. You should fear that you would lose it. 
All you need do, in order not to lose the grace of God, is trade with it. It’s the amazing thing about God’s grace if it is given to us. And we cannot lose it if we give it to others. 
Some have called the grace of God: God’s love. Because God is love, so God’s love acting in our life. If we give out love to others, we cannot lose God’s love. It will increase in us. 
So let us remember that God’s grace has been given to us and we have been bought with a price and that we could lose His grace if we do not live always trying to increase it by trading with the talents. 
May God help you because all of you have been given talents. All of you have been given God’s grace. Most of you or all of you have received baptism. And God can lose God. But you could also gain is struggle to learn to love neighbor. neighbor, increasing your love for God grace increase in you. 
May God help us in this. Amen. 
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